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Here's the inside stor; of a%d of‘ crusaders —
Jehoval ’switnesses—hooted and stoned by American mobs. |
An experienced reporter tells why they refuse to salute the
flag, attack established religions, build a $75,000 home for
_ancient prophefs, and sell millions of books and pamphlets |



MILLIONS of Americans these
. Q days are hearing for the first
religious zealots known as “Jehovah’s
witnesses”’ (with a small w). In various
sections of the country recently, they
have been attacked by mobs, thrown
into jail, hooted and stoned out of town
for spreading their propaganda against
patriotism and against established re-
ligions. ’
Led by 70-year-old Judge Joseph F.
Rutherford, their militant and mysteri-
ous leader, the witnesses have been de-
nounced as fifth columnists, fascists,
saboteurs. They have been ridiculed as
bigoted fanatics. They stolidly refuse
to salute the American or any other flag.
They campaign against recruiting and
military training, despite any national
emergency. Shouting, “Religion is a
racket,” they attack bitterly the beliefs
of Protestants, Jews, and Catholics.
Such bellicose tactics arouse violent
opposition and have brought the wit-
nesses into the limelight throughout the
world. In Germany, Hitler’s dread
Gestapo interned 6,000 witnesses who
wouldn’t “heil,” and the first conscien-
tious objector executed by the Nazis was
a witness. In Canada, where the organi-
zation has been outlawed, a magistrate
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recently sentenced two witnesses to
serve six months in prison, and added he
would recommend they be interned
afterward for the duration of the war.
Great Britain, however, exempts them
from war duty.

In the United States a mob of 300 men
besieged a meeting of 50 witnesses in

Judge Joseph F. Rutherford
(center), 70-year-old leader of
Jehovah’s witnesses, with Nathan
H. Knorr, business manager

(left), and his etiorney

time about that hardy band of
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Faces in the audience at a recent

convention of Jehoval's witnesses

Mooresville, Ind., shouting, “Salute the

flag or you won’t leave the hall.” The-

mob blocked the exit until morning, when
police rescued the terrified witnesses.
More than 2,000 men set fire to the
witnesses” Kingdom Hall in Kennebunk,
Maine, dragged members from their
beds, and beat them in an effort to teach
them patriotism. In Litchfield, Ill., one
recent Sunday, 100 witnesses appeared
in 21 automobiles, preaching their propa-
ganda against flag-saluting. A mob
wrecked 12 of the automobiles and beat

up ‘a number of witnesses, while police
and other citizens herded 62 men and
women to prison for protection.

Witnesses who descended on Monroe,
La., with automobiles that broadcast
such messages as ““Religions are the in-
struments of Satan,” were chased out of
the state. In Rockville, Md., a handful
of men carrying an American flag broke
into a Jehovah’s witnesses meeting.
When 25 witnesses refused to salute the
flag, the place was promptly wrecked and
the witnesses ordered to leave town.

So great is the storm of indignation
against them that Francis Biddle,
United States Solicitor General, warning
the public against the spread of hysteria

over fifth colummists, said recently:

“A religious sect known as Jehovah’s
witnesses has been repeatedly set upon
and beaten. They had committed no
crime, but the mob adjudged they had,
and meted out punishment. The Attor-
ney General has ordered an immediate
investigation of these outrages. There
is no cause for mass hysteria, no justifi-
cation for mob violence.”

Nevertheless, the rioting continues.

Just what is behind this strange or--
ganization? Who are its members, what
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are its purposes, and why is it arousing
such resentment? Some weeks ago I set
out to find the answers. Since then I
have attended numerous meetings of
Jehovah'’s witnesses; I have studied their
books, pamphlets, magazines, and talked
with dozens of witnesses. .

I have found no justification for the
accusation that the witnesses are Nazi
propagandists. They deny it emphati-
cally, and not a word in any of Judge
Rutherford’s writings can comfort Hitler.
The witnesses abhor all earthly govern-
ments and respect only the ‘““Theocratic
Government of Jehovah.”

The rank-and-file members, I am con-
vinced, sincerely believe that Judge
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Rutherford is leading them toward
a delightful, and exclusive, heaven-
on-earth. The practices which have
stirred public demonstrations
against them spring from a blind
faith in their leader rather than
from any subversive conspiracy.
Their refusal to salute the flag is an
example. To the judge, a flag is a
graven image, and a salute dis-
tinctly violates the Biblical com-
mand, “Thou shalt not bow down
thyself unto any graven images.”
The judge trumpets forth his indi-
vidual interpretations of the Bible,
and none of his followers even ques-
tions them.

As far as I could find out, there
are about 45,000 active witnesses
throughout the United States. They
have about 200,000 followers, includ-
ing children, in this country, and
-probably 1,000,000 more throughout
the world. Among these are thou-
sands of natives in South Africa.

In San Diego, Calif., the organiza-
tion has built a magnificent $75,000
Spanish home which King David,
Isaac, Samuel, and the other proph-
ets are expected to occupy when,
according to Judge Rutherford’s
oracular prophecy, they return to
earth most any day now. The judge
thoughtfully has landscaped the
grounds with date and palm trees,
“So,” he says, “these princes of the
universe will feel at home.” Mean-
while, the judge and his wife are
occupying the mansion.

l DISCOVERED that Jehovah’s

witnesses have succeeded in de- -

veloping one of America’s biggest
and strangest businesses. In Brook-
Iyn, N. Y., they own a 7-story apart-
ment house and an 8-story modern
printing plant that turns out tons of
pamphlets every year. Together the
two establishments are worth more
than $1,000,000.

They have baptismal ceremonies
but, they say, no membership roll.
One becomes a witness simply by
agreeing to do the will of God, as
interpreted by Judge Rutherford.

Alluring to some may be the be-
lief that witnesses, as conscientious
objectors, will not have to fight in
any war. But they might go to jail.
In 1918 Judge Rutherford and six
associates were sentenced to 20
years each in Atlanta Penitentiary
for obstructing recruiting. After
the judge had served nearly a year,
a court of appeals ordered a new
trial, the war ended, and the case
was dropped.

The judge insists that Jehovah’s
witnesses have existed on earth as
an organization for 5,000 years and
cites Biblical mention of them.
More conservative accounts, how-
ever, record that the society was

- founded by Pastor Charles T. Rus-

AN AMERICAN VIGNETTE
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CLASS with a capital C—that’s what Moe

Bernoff was after in the new restaurant he

was opening in New York’s crowded West
Fifties.

“Suppose you open some hole-in-the-
ground,” he explained to Enrico, his head-
waiter. ““You may get customers, but you
don’t get class. The carriage trade is what
you want. Guys who leave folding money
for tips.”

Enrico nodded solemnly. The two men
had worked together ever since Moe
opened the first of his chain of fabulously
successful cafeterias. Privately, Enrico
thought Moe’s plan to start a fashionable
and expensive restaurant was a bit out of
his line, but he was used to keeping his
mouth shut.

“This Wentworth house has class written
all over it,” Moe went on. He looked
around admiringly at the huge drawing-
room that was already fitted out as a din-
ing-room, with an orchestra platform in
one corner and a compact, glittering bar in
another.

“1 picked it up cheap after old Henry
Wentworth died. Those society people will
feel at home here. All the big shots used to
drop in when the old man was still in the

chips, throwing high-class brawls for his

daughter.”
A waiter stepped up. “A young lady to
see you, Mr. Bernoff. Said she had an ap-

- pointment.”

““The doll who wants to sing,” Moe said.
“Send her in.”

She walked over to the two men. En-
rico’s eyes widened as he took in her soft
brown hair, her clear eyes, her trim fig-
ure. :

Moe kept strictly to business: “Okay,
babe, let’s hear you warble.”

She sat down at the piano, and sang one
of those dreamy popular ballads. Her
voice was warm and ingratiating, but you
could tell she hadn’t had much training.
When she finished, Moe walked over to
her.

" “Sorry, kid, but I had something else
in mind. Someone with more style and
class, maybe.”

She took it quietly. “Mind if I look
around the place for a little while before
I leave?”

“Why not? " Moe grinned proudly. “It
isn’t everyone. that gets a chance to look
over the Wentworth mansion.”

She turned toward him as she rose from
the piano stool. “I guess I didn’t tell you,”
she said quietly, “that my name’s Went-
worth.” . . .

The night the restaurant opened, Moe
stood in a comer with Enrico, delightedly
surveying the crowded dining-room. In
front of the orchestra stood the same girl,
singing the same dreamy ballad. A storm
of applause greeted her at the end of the
song.

“Class,” Moe murmured reverently.
“Anyone can see she’s got class in her
blood.”

Enrico nodded solemnly. Since he was

used to keeping his mouth shut, he didn’t
think it necessary to tell Moe what the girl
had told him: That her father was Mike
Wentworth, of Winnetka, I[Hinois, a re-
tired policeman. W. A. H. BIRNIE

sell, of Pittsburgh, Pa., about 1876
as the International Bible Students
Association. He inherited a chain
of clothing stores from his father,
but, after giving several hundred
thousand dollars to the cause, he
was said to have only $200 when he
died in 1916. In 1910 he predicted
that Christ would return in 1914
and end the rule of imperfect men.
Witnesses have twisted his prophecy
and say he foresaw the World War.

Taking charge of the organiza-
tion, Judge Rutherford declared
that Christ had come to earth, as
predicted, but that he was invisible
and that Russell meant that in 1914
the Kingdom of God would begin to
assume control. In 1920 Ruther-
ford predicted that Abraham, Isaac,
and other prophets would return in
1925. Now he gives no dates but
says that Judgment Day is coming
“very soon.”

-Judge Rutherford avoids per-
sonal publicity and appears pub-
licly only when trying a case before
the Supreme Court or addressing
conventions of witnesses. He is 6
feet tall, paunchy, devoted to wing
collars and black bow ties. He is
not in Who's Who in America. His
organization gives out no facts ex-
cept his age, that he is married and
has a son in California who helps
him in his work. His health is not
good and recently he spent much
time in a private sanitarium, the lo-
cation of which was a closely guarded
secret. This mystery with which he
surrounds his private life helps to
make his-followers think of him as a
ghostly spirit, not quite of this
world. And keeps away hecklers.

HIS parents were farmers, near
Versailles, Mo. Rutherford read
law in an office in Jefferson City,
Mo., and practiced in Boonville.
Some of his opponents say he
adopted the title “Judge” after
serving as a temporary judge for
four days in the Cooper County,
Mo., Circuit Court. Converted by
Pastor Russell’s sermons, he joined
Russell’s legal staff in 1909, at the
age of forty. If he wasn’t a good

lawyer then, his successful appear-
‘ances before the U. S. Supreme

Court indicate that he has de-
veloped into one. Undoubtedly he
is a first-class organizer and an ap-
pealing orator. Even his opponents
do not believe the charges that he
has made a fortune out of the sale
of his publications; they are con-
vinced that he is not out for per-
sonal profit.

Upon Russell’s death many mem-
bers deserted the society, some be-
cause they didn’t like Rutherford,
others who lost faith because Rus-
sell’s millennium had not arrived.
Rutherford (Continued on page 69 )






